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There cannot be too many people in the country who are unfamiliar with this popular 
sitcom which ran from 1968 to 1977 and is still being shown at regular intervals today. 
Spawning two films, a stage show and national tour, the story of the Home Guard during 
the Second World War has been a perennial favourite for well over forty years, making 
household names of its main characters. It is perhaps because of this familiarity that I 
was initially somewhat sceptical when, a few years ago I learned that some of the 
episodes where to be made available for amateur production. I was unsure that it would 
ever be possible to re-create these iconic pieces of television comedy history in a 
believable way. However several drama groups and societies have attempted to do just 
that, with NOMADS of Newmarket being the latest. 

Owing to other commitments I am grateful to the group for allowing me to attend the 
preview performance, prior to its six night run. If there had been any doubt about the 
time period of the show this was addressed by the foyer and auditorium displays and 
posters featuring wartime memorabilia, along with popular songs of the time played 
over the sound system at a sensible volume. The show opened to a very effective 
tableau featuring the main cast but I was a little surprised that this was not 
accompanied by the famous Bud Flanagan theme tune. Perhaps this was an oversight as 
it was used at the start of the second half and again at the end. 

Most of the scenes are set in the Vicar’s office and the Church Hall. These were well 
depicted using the front of the stage as the hall with steps leading up to a door and a 
raised area at the rear set as the office. There was a further door leading outside and 
these were used effectively throughout. Other scenes were set downstage in front of 
cloths and were suitably furnished as necessary. There was a delay during some of these 
transitions, but the time was filled with more wartime favourite songs. The costumes 
and props were all good as was the lighting in the main, although there was the odd 
slightly darker patch in the office. This is a small criticism however. 

Act One consisted of two episodes, The Deadly Attachment (Don’t tell him Pike!) and 
Mum’s Army, whilst Act Two comprised of The Godiva Affair and The Floral Dance, which 
was a sketch written for the stage show. Although it was quite well done, personally I 
felt that this sketch was surplus to requirements although I suppose it did give the 
supporting cast members, of which there were several, something else to do. 

Whilst it is extremely unlikely that any group will be able to produce look- and sound-
alikes for the much-loved characters it is necessary that the actors bring out the essence 
of each of the famous cast. 

Steve Beach as Captain Mainwaring definitely caught the spirit of the character as did 
Mark Scrivener as Sergeant Wilson. These two worked very well together which was 
essential for the show to be believable. I think they must have studied the speech 
patterns of the original actors as their deliveries were very well timed. Lance Corporal 
Jones, Private Frazer and Private Godfrey were all played by actors younger than the 



originals which made their task more difficult. Colin Scott, complete with a rather 
fulsome grey wig, made a valiant effort as Jones, Alan Coogan’s Frazer was slightly 
more sex-obsessed than I remember the original being but made a good attempt at the 
voice and facial expressions. Mark Jackson also had a good try at Godfrey, to me a much 
more difficult character to get right.  
Kris Camden was believable as the spiv Walker while David Philpott along with his 
ubiquitous scarf was good as Pike. Other notable mentions go to Matt Tatum as the U 
Boat Captain, Joseph Beach as Hodges, Teresa Baron as Mrs Gray and April Cook as Mrs 
Pike.  

Congratulations to directors John Mitchell and Sarah Smith on bringing this much-loved 
group of characters together so successfully. The staging was very good and if this 
preview is anything to go by, the Newmarket audiences are in for a treat this week.


